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Memorials…





Wendesday Night Live Could use your help!


We are in need of volunteers to help prepare & serve food on Wednesday nights at 5:30pm for all the children & youth who come. You will need to plan on serving around 50 people. If you would like to host the meal or get a group together to prepare it, you can talk with Tracie Graham to schedule. (� HYPERLINK "mailto:traciesophiegraham@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �traciesophiegraham@yahoo.com� or 354-4372.)


SNOW DAY REMINDER: If Wednesdays are a Snow Day & school is cancelled - then Wednesday Night Live is also cancelled.

















�Please Keep in


your prayers...


The 21 Youth & 11 Adults we are taking on the ski trip to Christmount Retreat Center in Black Mountain, NC. Pray for a wonderful & safe weekend for all.





Pray for the mission group that Kara Foster is planning & members of our congregation are going on to Port Au Prince, Haiti on April 14-21st. Pray for God's travelling mercies for the group & for our Church partners


 in Haiti who continue to 


strive to rebuild.
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Thought for the Month…


“Tomorrow glows with the 


promise of joys yet to be”





Lenten & Holy Week Celebrations at FCC


Wednesday, February 22nd marks the beginning of the season of Lent.  Early Christians began setting aside some time before Easter as a time of preparation.  Historically it has been a time of repentance, fasting, & almsgiving.  Early Christians chose 40 days before Easter in remembrance of the 40 days Jesus spent in the Desert.  Throughout this time we will have special opportunities for you to worship. 


We invite you to join in the journey toward Easter Sunday!


February 22nd @ 6pm – Ash Wednesday Service


In the Ash Wednesday Service we are reminded of our mortality, we confess our sins, & experience forgiveness through Christ’s death & resurrection.  The ‘imposition of ashes’ is a central part of the service.  We will receive ashes on our forehead as a act of confession & mortality. 


 “Remember, that you are dust and into dust you shall return”





Wednesday February 29th & Each Wednesday until Holy Week


Space for Grace @ 6pm


This brief service is a time for prayer, song, scripture, & silence.  Come in the midst of your busy week & make some space for Grace in your life! 





Sunday, April 1st – Palm Sunday Worship at 11am





Monday, April 2-6th @ 12pm – Holy Week Luncheons at the Fellowship Hall


This event is sponsored by the Rockwood Ministerial Association.  A meal & worship is provided by area Churches.  A donation is taken for the meal & goes to the RMA Ministries.





Thursday, April 5th – Maundy Thursday Service @ 6pm


This Service commemorates the Last Supper Jesus had with his Disciples in the Upper Room.  We will retell the story of Jesus’ arrest & crucifixion. Communion is a central part of this worship service.








Dear First Christian Church,





Thank you for partnering with Michael Dunn Center this year in allowing us to utilize your space for our Day Program.  The Service Recipients enjoy the building relationships within the community, and because of your help we are able to make this happen for them.  We appreciate you.


  


From everyone at Michael Dunn Center, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  We are looking forward to seeing you in 2012.





Your friends from the 


Michael Dunn Center





Circle #3 will meeting Thursday evening February 2 at 7 pm in the parlor.





Week of Compassion Lunch after church


on February 26th





Week of Compassion is February 19-26.  This year’s theme is “Sharing Brings Joy” to us, to others, to God.  Let us as a church family share the joy of giving by letting others witness our generosity and see how other’s lives change as a result of our generosity.  Our goal this year is $3,200.


Each Sunday, during the month of February, a member of the Stewardship Committee will share a story about a country that we have helped with our week of compassion giving.  Then on February 26, we will celebrate our giving for this year with a lunch after church.  The Stewardship Committee will provide the meat and drinks.  Bring your favorite dish and join in the celebration!
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Church Office:


865-354-1753


Office Hours:


9am~2pm, m-th,


Closed Friday


Rev. Kara Foster


Sunday


Sunday School~10:00am


Worship ~ 11:00 am


(Nursery Provided)
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Return Service Requested





For Your Calendar:


Youth Mission Trip to Washington , D.C. from Saturday, May 26-Friday, June 1st. We will be staying at National City Christian Church right in the heart of the city & volunteering at local nonprofits.











              December 26, 2011-January 30, 2012                                        Needed Weekly:  3,377.31


                                                                                                                Special Funds G/F**In/Out


             General Fund Income                                                       


                     January 1	2,294.00					Mileage	         1,200.00


                 January 8	2,189.00					Flowers		  45.00	


                 January 15	2,259.01					Youth Wed Night	100.00	


                 January 22	1,104.00                                                           Total                        1,345.00


                 January 29	2,769.00   


          Total Sunday 10,615.01





                 Total Office   12,735.00          


                        Total General Fund:    $23,350.01                                           


                           ________________________________________________________ 


                                          Deposited into Fair Account           (Designated)     Handbells                               225.00


                                                                                                                               Scholarship                             100.00


                                                                                                                                (Undesignated) Memorials     30.00  





                                                                                                                                Total                                    $355.00


                                                                                                                               


                                                                                                                                         


                                                                                                                  


                                                                                                                                         


Total All Monies Received     $25,050.01        _________________________________  


Attendance:            1/1/12 - 58            1/8/12 – 114          1/15/12 - 124           1/22/12 – 103        1/29/12  - 102      
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Memorial to Scholarship Fund


June Cooley Min


by


Nancy Deparle








Welcome New Members!


We were pleased to welcome Steve Howard who joined our community of faith on January 15th. Steve & Beth Howard live at 183 Cabot Lane in Rockwood. We also welcomed Larry & Jennifer Robey & their daughter, Miranda on January 22nd. The Robey's live at 134 Casey Road in Harriman.


�





The Board & Elders Meeting


February 12th


Executive Committee Meeting 


@ 9am


Elders Meeting @ 6:30pm


Board Meeting @ 7:00pm














From the Pastor…


Dear Friends,


	You may not know this about ministers, but we can tend to get a little focused on the “numbers.”  Our spirits can sink or soar around the attendance of Sunday morning worship or some Church function.  A colleague told me recently that in an effort to move away from such a narrow definition of a successful ministry, he has started asking himself, “How many people did my Church bless this past month?”  It’s like that song, “Count your blessings, count them, one by one…”  He’s decided that he’s going to focus on the blessings his Church is offering to the community.  


	I’m taking on his question for this past month & here’s what I came up with:





 On Mondays & Thursdays at 10am we have a group of mostly retired women who faithfully count on our building being ready & open for them to exercise.


Tuesdays & Thursday mornings you will find families bringing in their preschoolers to meet Ms. Tasha & Ms. Rosie for their Mother’s Day Out Class.  We are helping them to build upon a foundation for a lifetime of learning. 


Each & every Tuesday at 5 pm 20-40 kids are being served a hot meal in the Evans Heights Neighborhood.  About four of the most faithful volunteers call this Church home (but they really could use more help!)


I don’t even know how many lives are touched by the people who come for help through the nonprofit agencies we offer space for services.  The Michael Dunn Center, Safe Haven, Child-Family of TN, & Narcotics Anonymous all serve people through our doors.  You may not even know that the NA group often takes an “offering” as a “Thank you” to the Church.


Mondays & Thursday evenings the halls upstairs are filled with Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts.  We were the first Church in our community to start these troops so many years ago & they are still going!


Around 80 people were served a home cooked meal at the Love Kitchen in January.  FCC folks fixed the meal & came to serve it.


At Wednesday Night Live we have adults who come faithfully to lead the kids.  Last Wednesday alone we had 22 6th -12th graders at Youth Group & around 50 kids of all ages.  Many of these kids are friends of Church members or children in the community who are finding a nurturing, safe place to be on Wednesday nights.


Who knows how many individuals were helped with some bill help or got food in the food pantry at the RMA thanks to the financial support we give every month to keep this ministry going.  When you support the ministry of this Church on Sunday with your offering, you are also supporting those in need in our community.


10-15 faithful people come ready to worship at Victorian Square Assisted Living Community on the first Sunday of every month & folks from FCC are there to greet & lead in worship.


The Choir & Hand bell Choir! On Wednesday there are people who come to celebrate the blessing of music in their lives & we are in turn blessed by their offerings in worship.


That’s the blessings I came up with for January. I know there are others that I am leaving out.  Who have we blessed at First Christian Church?  Maybe you can ask that yourself that same question, “Who have I blessed this past month?”  I can’t begin to count all those lives who have been touched by First Christian Church.  The Church is at its best when God’s people are reaching out to the world, living, serving, and pointing to the Savior who has shown us the way.





Glad to be in ministry with you!    Kara


	 








	














Thank You…











Opportunity to Serve


First Christian Church is hosting the Love Kitchen on Saturday, February 25th. The Love Kitchen is a free meal offered to the community every other Saturday. The meal is held at First Presbyterian Church. We serve 75-100 people. We need volunteers to sign up to bring food & come to serve. You should arrive at First Presbyterian by 4:30 (420 W. Rockwood Street.) Dinner is served at 5pm. Look for the sign up sheet in the entryway. If you have questions, you can contact: Sheila Lemons.











Church Finances

















